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Inspired by the World Baseball Classic

NAKAMARU, Iroha
Takayama Nishi High School

The World Baseball Classic is a baseball championship held once every four years. Each
country chooses their strongest players to compete and become the best in the world. It was
held this year in March.

I love watching baseball with my family. We watch games together every weekend, and
sometimes we go to Nagoya Dome, too. Baseball brings my family together, so we looked
forward to watching The World Baseball Classic. This year, it became very meaningful to me
and taught me two important lessons.

In the championship, Japan's first opponents were China, South Korea, the Czech Republic,
and Australia and we quickly defeated them all to become first within our group. In the quarter
finals, we defeated Italy without a problem, too. We had such a strong team! My family and I
were so excited.

In the semi-finals our opponent was Mexico. They were strong, and the whole game went
back and forth. In the end, we needed two more points to win. Munetaka Murakami stood at
bat. He's the youngest player in history to win the triple crown. But he had one of the worst
performances on the Japanese team. He had only two hits and eight strikeouts. Against Mexico,
he already had 3 strikeouts, and now it was all up to him. He hit a foul ball off the first pitch.
From the stands, he could hear fans criticizing him.

How would you feel in this situation? Would you still believe in yourself? Would you quit?



When I'm in a stressful situation or if something is too difficult, I can't stand the pressure and I
give up. I could not imagine the kind of pressure Murakami had.

But he believed in himself. He swung the bat and hit the ball in the far center, which became
the final hit of the game. Two runners made it home, giving us two points to win. It was
amazing! Even with all that pressure, Murakami never gave up.

His performance was so inspiring to me. If he was able to act under so much pressure, I can
do the same. I shouldn't give up. This was the first lesson I learned.

The second lesson I learned was from Shohei Otani. Before the final game against USA, he
gave a passionate speech to his teammates. “We must aim for the win. Let's stop admiring
them, because if you admire them, you cannot surpass them. Let's only think about winning.”

His speech was inspiring to me. Many members of the Japanese team must have been in awe
at their current situation. For many Japanese players, it's their dream to go to America and play
for a Major League team. And now, they face the American team filled with their heroes.

I felt the same way when I started high school. Everyone in my class was so much smarter
than me. They got higher scores on tests, and they won many awards from competitions. I
wanted to be like them, but I thought it was just a dream. Do you feel that way, too?

Otani's speech taught me that you'll never make your dream come true if you only think of it
as a dream. You should always do your best for yourself, and not compare yourself to others.

Taking Otani’'s words to heart, the Japanese team defeated America and won the World
Baseball Classic. They surpassed their limits to become the best in the world.

All of us have many dreams we want to achieve. To achieve these dreams, we must do our
best without caring about pressure and without caring about the performance of others. Because
of the World Baseball Classic, I no longer think of myself as an extra person in my class. I am
inspired to work hard with my classmates to make my dreams come true.

Thank you.

Living in Peace with Animals

MAKISAKA, Sayo
Takayama Nishi High School

My family loves animals. My father is a veterinarian, and he takes care of the cows in Hida.
Whenever a cow is in distress, he will rush to the farm, even if it's the middle of the night. He
often talks to us about the importance of animal life. He says animal lives are just as important
as our lives. So, animals are very close to me.

One day, I was watching TV with my parents, and I saw some shocking news. It was about
a festival in Mie called the Horse Jumping Festival. In this festival, young men ride a horse up a
very steep slope on horseback. The number of times a rider reaches the top predicts the success
of agriculture for that year. This is a very historic and traditional festival that began in the late
1300s, and now, it is designated as an Intangible Cultural Property of Mie Prefecture.

So, what is wrong with this festival?

It is very difficult for the horses to go up the steep hill. If they can’t do it, the horses will fall



and break their legs. The horse is in so much pain that we have to kill it. In the last 15 years,
four horses have been killed. This year too, a horse fell and broke its left leg. The vet had to kill
it. Also, people in the festival are seen hitting the horses with ropes to get them to go faster.

This was the news that shocked me. I feel so sad for those horses. Festivals are traditional
events for Japanese people to pray for peace, health, and a bountiful harvest. But I think it's
unforgivable to take the lives of animals as a result.

Because of this, I was curious about other kinds of animal abuse. I found animal abuse often
happens in our daily lives and we don't realize it.

For example, have you heard of the term catch and release? Catch and Release is a method
of fishing where you catch a fish and release it back in the water. People think it's a good way
to have fun and still protect nature. But it's not. Fish that are released will have deep cuts in
their mouth from the hook. These cuts make it difficult for the fish to eat, and the fish dies in
agony after a few days. Even though people release them, they are still killing the fish. I was
surprised to learn humans were using the lives of fish for their own entertainment, and that this
entertainment led to the abuse and death of fish.

It may be shocking to hear animal abuse like this isn't so far away. It's happening all around
us. It can be buying cheap pet food without knowing the ingredients. Or leaving a pet outside
without knowing if they're sensitive to extreme heat or cold.

To solve this problem, we need to understand animals have the same right to live as humans.
There is no such thing as big or small in the size of life. Humans don’'t have the right to take
lives of animals unreasonably.

Ever since I was a child, my mother always taught me I shouldn’'t do anything to anyone I
wouldn't want done to me. It's important to always think about the other person’'s point of view,
even if it's an animal. This is the meaning of compassion. If each of us has a kind heart and

helps each other, we can create a world where everyone can live in peace together.

Thank you
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